
My Perspective on 
University living Harry Taylor



About Me
• Attended Angmering Sixth Form 2022-2024

• Charity lead

• School band

• Three A-Levels
• Computer Science – A

• Physics – B

• Maths – B

• Currently completing BSc Computer Science – 
Year 1

• University of Exeter – Streatham Campus



My application
• Applied using personal statement

• Had this peer reviewed three times externally, once 
internally

• Applied and received offers from five universities:
• University of Exeter

• University of Bath – Computer Systems Engineering

• University of Surrey

• University of Sussex

• University of Brighton

• Induction events
• Enhanced induction Exeter, offer days



Finances
• Received minimum 

maintenance loan as of 2024, 
and paid £9,250 tuition

• Received savings to pay for 
most of the accommodation 
remainder, with part time work 
also contributing

• Food covered by parents; all 
recreational spending covered 
by myself



Accommodation
• Applied to east park – Apr 24

• Flat shared between eight, 
communal cooking space all 
ensuites

• Moved in the weekend before 
fresher's week

• Food shop ordered through 
Tesco, saved journeys to town 
centre

• 15 minutes from campus

• 30 minutes from city centre



Freshers
• Orientation, University of Exeter 

offering 2 team building 
activities for computer science

• Societies, society fair

• Friends gained through flat as 
well as through course

• General university Information, 
familiarizing myself with building 
locations



Academic 
Side
• Contact time – roughly 14 hours a week

• Academic support – emailing lab 
technicians and lecturers

• Teaching Environment – variety size 
lecture halls, between 200 and 400 seats

• Independent study – use library often 
between lectures for catch up and 
assignments



My Experience
Pros

• Enjoyed independence in living away from 

home

• Enjoyed new social interactions with people 

from across the UK, and the world

• Learning more practical life skills living in halls

Cons
• Distance from home in 3-and-a-half-hour drive

• Completely different method of learning 

compared to secondary or sixth form


